
 

The Daphne Strike Soccer Club and Mobile Bay FC are proud to announce the formation of the  

Gulf Coast Rangers FC 

With its inaugural season set for Fall 2015, this new soccer club will combine the talents of each partnering 

club for the older age groups of U13 to U19 boys and girls. 

It is well known that the amount of players in the immediate vicinity are being stretched across three to four 

competing clubs, primarily in these age groups that roster 11+ players.   This greatly lowers the ability to 

develop players equally across a team as we are continuing to combine kids that are at varying levels in their 

soccer career. 

The purpose of creating this club is to eliminate this issue by pooling our resources together and developing a 

common goal; to establish a playing environment that allows players of similar soccer abilities the 

opportunity to develop at a proper pace through professional coaching and leadership.  

And if this wasn’t enough excitement, we are thrilled to announce that the Gulf Coast 

Rangers has formed a direct partnership with the Rangers North American Academy.  

The Rangers FC are the most successful team in Scottish football history having won 54 

league championships, 33 Scottish Cups and 27 Scottish League Cups and have 

developed one of the top youth Academy in the world.  Some American players that 

have played for Rangers FC include Maurice Edu, Demarcus Beasley, Alejandro 

Bedoya, Carlos Bocanegra and Claudio Reyna. 

The partnership between GCR and Rangers FC will see Rangers Academy coaching staff running Elite Player 

ID camps during the year and working with GCR players and coaches, with the top players having the 

possibility of being invited to the Rangers National Camp hosted at Rangers FC's Murray Park in Glasgow, 

Scotland.   In fact, a Rangers ID camp is being organized to be held locally this coming summer with camp 

dates to be released soon.  This partnership will allow our coaching staff direct access to some of the top 

youth coaching curriculums around.   

This development has been a long time coming and we are excited for the opportunities this will provide our 

young players.  Please see the attached club fact sheet for additional information and be on the lookout for 

more announcements. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Gordon Smart 

Gulf Coast Rangers FC 

For Immediate Release 



FACT SHEET 

Intro: 

The Gulf Coast Rangers FC (GCR) is a newly developed organization incorporated 

by two neighboring soccer clubs, Mobile Bay FC and Daphne Strike SC.  Although 

GCR will operate independently from the partnering academies, we will share and 

promote common club philosophies and practices.  Enrollment in GCR will be open 

to everyone in the Gulf Coast area and our goal is to find placement for every soccer 

player, regardless of their skill level. 

Club Vision: 

GCR strives to be a leader in promoting long term quality player development and club practices by using 

established and world renowned coaching curriculums and leadership.   

Club Mission: 

To provide our community a safe and healthy soccer environment for our players to learn and develop skills 

for reaching their full potential as players and young adults.  Through the joint efforts of supportive families 

and licensed professional coaches we hope to instill core values and learn life lessons during the players’ 

time with our club. 

Director of Coaching 

GCR is very fortunate to announce that the club will have CO-DOC’s, Gerardo Flores from Daphne Strike 

and Nick Cooper from Mobile Bay FC.  The combined background, knowledge, education, experience, lead-

ership and energy of these two are undoubtedly a recipe for success.  Each will have specific roles and re-

sponsibilities, but acting together to make this a successful venture.  

Management: 

GCR will be managed by a board of directors that has been selected by each establishing club.  The partner-

ing clubs will maintain their identity as an academy for age groups U12 and down, but as a condition of the 

partnership will not offer teams for U13 and above.   

The inaugural board members are: 

Gordon Smart – President 

Jeff Gale  – Secretary 

Jose Mergulhao  – Vice President 

Trey Smith – Treasurer 

Competition: 

Based on enrollment, GCR will seek to establish state league teams (RPL, DI, DII) and DIII tournament 

teams based on available age group and skill levels. 

Tryouts: 

Tryouts will be held at Trione Sport complex from June 1-3 with a makeup date on June 4th.   

Training: 

Training will be split between Fairhope and Daphne soccer complexes.  Exact location will be determined 

after team formation has completed. 


